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Summer’s rolling by fast, and as the mercury 
rises, so does the risk for heat stress and death 
in cattle—especially feedlot cattle.

We all know the misery of long hours in the 
sun when the thermometer reaches over 100. 
Though we can all hopefully find relief from 

the dog days, our livestock herds don’t often have it so easy. 
That’s why now is the best time to proactively manage heat 
stress in your herd.

Cattle on pasture generally have the ability to find shade, water, 
and air movement for cooling over many acres. Though pasture 
cattle still require attention, it’s often feedlot cattle most ad-
versely affected by hot, humid days and nights.

Heat stress can cost you lost performance, but it can also cost 
you death loss. Having a solid management plan and remem-
bering basic tips can keep your herd safe while paying you 
dividends!

1.  Know your cattle—Condition, age, and hide color pose the 
greatest risks for heat stress. More fat equals less lung ca-
pacity. Very young and very old cattle don’t have the reserves 
to withstand prolonged heat. Body core temperature for 
dark-hided cattle is 
estimated to be at 
least two degrees 
higher than for 
light-hided cattle.

2.  Supply more 
water—Especially 
during the summer 
heat, cattle need 
access to a lot of 

fresh water. A 1,000 pound feedlot steer can drink over 20 
gallons of water on a hot day, so pay careful attention to your 
tanks. 
 
 In a feedlot, you may also want to consider utilizing a sprin-
kler system. The best time to introduce a sprinkler system is 
before it gets hot. You want cattle used to the sight and sound 
of sprinklers. You also want to make sure you’re using large 
water droplets versus a water mist. A mist can actually in-
crease humidity and create greater heat stress. Properly used 
systems keep both your livestock and the ground cooler.

3.  Provide shade—Shade can be one of the biggest challeng-
es in a feedlot setting. You don’t want to provide shade and 
restrict air movement, but you also need refuge for stressed 
animals. If you don’t have solid shade options, stay vigilant, 
and be ready to intervene for those animals most prone to 
heat stress.

4.  Cover the ground—Bedding pens can lower ground tem-
perature by 15 degrees or more according to NDSU Extension. 
When you combine bedding and sprinklers, you can lower 
ground/pen temperature even more.

5.  Control flies—Flies are one of a rancher’s biggest, most costly 
pests, so controlling them is always important. Contact any of 
our stores for some great fly control options.

6.  Feed when it’s cool—If you’re feeding twice a day, consider 
feeding a smaller portion earlier in the morning and the  
balance of the ration later in the afternoon/evening. An ani-
mal’s body heat reaches maximum temperature several hours 
after eating. By feeding when it’s cool, cattle have a better  
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opportunity to recover from extreme heat. Just remember to 
make feeding changes gradually before and after hot weather.

7.  Leave cattle alone—Unless it’s absolutely necessary, avoid 
handling and processing cattle during times of heat stress. If 
you can’t avoid handling animals, get started as early as day-
light allows. Shade, sprinklers, and access to drinking water 
are vital if processing cattle in hot weather.

We can’t avoid heat, but we can be diligent in our preparations 

to minimize its effect on livestock. Your herd is important to 
you, and you are important to our Pharmco team. Contact us 
today to see how we can help you. We carry a variety of prod-
ucts—including the feed additive Thermal Care®—designed to 
help lower body temps and avoid typical performance slumps 
common to heat stress.

For more information on overcoming summertime challenges, 
visit http://pharmcosd.com/pharmco-news.  
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As a state certified seed conditioner facili-
ty and certified South Dakota seed dealer, 
Pharmco is your one-stop shop, especially 
when it comes to your wheat crop!

We have three portable seed cleaners for use 
across our coverage area. Harvest will be upon 

us soon, so you can rest easy knowing our equipment and team 
are ready to help you maximize your wheat crop investment.

To keep you running smoothly, don’t wait to get your seed 
cleaned! We’re available and look forward to hearing from you.

While we’re cleaning your wheat, we can also treat it for max-
imum benefit. Pharmco offers Rancona® Pinnacle, a fungicide, 
and QuickRoots®, a microbial seed inoculant.

Rancona delivers premier protection against a broad spectrum 
of seed and seedling diseases resulting in uniform germination, 
emergence, and stands for young plants. The healthy start helps 
ensure high yield. 

If you’d like to give your seed a bigger boost, consider Quick-
Roots. The additional treatment helps with seedling vigor. This 
product increases nutrient uptake, including NPK.

Remember, we offer seed cleaning and treatment through 
all our locations. We’re also your go-to source for top-quality 
winter wheat varieties like Wesley (certified and non-certified), 
certified Overland, certified Redfield, and certified Ideal.

Don’t wait. Contact me or the teams in Platte, Winner, and 
Chamberlain today for all your seed cleaning and treat-
ment needs!  

By Myron Veurink, Kimball Manager, (605) 682-9175

CLEAN AND TREAT THAT WHEAT

Flies getting the best of your herd? Tired of adding stress 
to cattle when pasture treating them? Let Pharmco in 
Platte, Winner, Chamberlain, and Kimball help!

We proudly carry AgriLabs®  VetGunTM for easy, effec-
tive fly control and a variety of dart guns to help you maintain 

your herd’s health efficiently and remotely.

Stop in or call your local Pharmco team 
today for more information. 

DON’T ‘SHOO’ THEM. ‘SHOOT’ THEM!



By Nate Timmerman, Platte Manager, (605) 680-6283

When it comes to extending your grazing season, enhancing 
your soil production, and reducing pressure on limited feed-
stuffs, cover crops are often the way to go.

Cover crops planted after harvesting an early-season crop can:
• Help prevent soil erosion
• Provide organic matter
• Scavenge nitrogen
• Serve as forage for livestock grazing

Getting a cover crop planted early is critical for plant establish-
ment and growth. One SDSU study showed turnips planted 
after oats on Aug. 1 produced about 3,950 pounds of dry matter 
per acre. But, when planting was delayed until Aug. 15, yields 
were drastically reduced—down to 390 pounds per acre in 2003 
and 2,101 pounds per acre in 2004.

Don’t let the challenges discourage you though. Especially in 
a year of hay shortage, the benefits of getting in a cover crop 
outweigh the challenges.

We carry a common cover crop three-way 
grazing mix using radishes, turnips, and rape, 
but our status as a certified seed dealer lets us 
easily help you create a custom mix for your 
operation’s needs. Cover crops are a valuable 
tool and require planning, so be sure to stop in 
or give us a call today. 

Another thing to consider for fall and winter grazing is the  
value of legumes like field peas and lentils. Legumes fix nitro-
gen and provide high quality forage for grazing.

Your Pharmco team works hard to stay current with what’s 
working, what’s not, and what’s worth trying anyway. Use us to 
help make the most informed decisions possible. We know the 
investments, risks, and challenges you face on a daily basis, and 
we’re committed partners for your success! 

You put a lot of time and money into your 
silage harvest. Fortunately, we’ve got the prod-
ucts you need to make the most of that invest-
ment, specifically Pioneer® brand inoculants.
To make a short story of it, Pioneer® inoculants 
give you a better quality silage, which leads to 
better animal performance. By using special-

ly-formulated inoculants, you can expect: 
• Less shrinkage, spoil, and runoff
• Higher feed energy levels
• Longer bunklife

When choosing the right inoculant for your crop, it’s especial-
ly important to look for products containing the L. buchneri 
strain. Research shows the L. buchneri helps inoculants en-
hance fiber digestibility and nutrient availability.

We offer a large selection of products, but the most popular 
inoculants in our coverage area include:

•  11C33 with L. buchneri for corn silage 
You can expect improved silage feeding quality and bunk-
life with this product.

•  11H50 for alfalfa silage 
This inoculant reduces dry matter loss and reduces protein 
degradation.

•  11A44 with L. buchneri for multi-crop use 
The L. buchneri strain improves bunklife. This product is 
best-suited for silages and situations where silage face 
management and aerobic stability are a challenge.

Incorporating the right inoculant, at the right time, and in 
the right way can add significant returns to your silage crop 
investment! You can find more information about crop-specific 

inoculants online at http://pharmcosd.com/pharmco-news. Each 
of us at the four Pharmco locations are happy to help you figure 
out the best options for your operation. 

By Tony Donovan, Chamberlain Manager, (605) 730-0624

FALL FORAGE AND COVER CROPS

TREAT YOUR INVESTMENT RIGHT
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The ranges suggested below are for “optimum” ensiling and nutritional value. Harvesting outside these ranges may have an impact on
silage compaction, fermentation, nutritional quality and bunklife. Also consult storage structure manufacturer recommendations.
Discuss with your Pioneer sales professional the relative benefits of the different inoculants available for each crop type.

Acceptable Ranges for Maturity, Moisture and Chop Length 
Recommendations for Pioneer® Brand Inoculants

Storage Type

Bunker Stave Sealed Bagged Balage TLC

Silage Crops Maturity Pioneer® brand Inoculant % Whole Plant Moisture inches

Corn Silage
Milk line 1/8-3/4 down the 

kernel

11CFT*† 62-70 62-70 60-70 60-70 N/A Unprocessed
3/8 – 5/8

Processed
3/8 – 3/4

11C33* 62-70 62-70 60-70 60-70 N/A

1174 62-70 62-70 60-70 60-70 N/A

Alfalfa Silage
(Not>20% grass)

Mid-to late bud or 26-
36"stems or <40% NDF

11AFT*† 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

1/4 - 1/211H50 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

1174 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

Grass Silage
(Not>20% legumes)

When stems 
start elongating 

11GFT*† 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

1/4 - 1/211G22* 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

1174 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

Cereal Silage
(oat, wheat, barley)

Grain: 
boot to soft dough

11GFT*† 55-68 55-68 40-60 55-65 50-60

1/4 - 1/211G22* 67-72 62-68 55-60 55-65 50-60

1174 67-72 62-68 55-60 55-65 50-60

Sorghum Silage
Grain: 

boot to soft dough
1174 62-72 62-70 60-70 55-65 50-60 3/8 - 1/2

High Moisture Corn** % Whole Kernel Moisture

Whole 
Unprocessed 
Corn

Grain at black layer
11B91* N/A N/A 24-28 N/A

1189 N/A N/A 24-28 N/A

Ground or
Cracked Shelled

Grain at black layer
11B91* 24-32 24-32 24-28 24-32

1189 24-32 24-32 24-28 24-32

Ground Ear Corn 
or Snaplage

Grain at black layer
11B91* 26-34 26-34 24-30 26-34

1189 26-34 26-34 24-30 26-34

† Fiber Technology for improved fermentation, bunklife and fiber digestibility
* Contain L. buchneri strains for enhanced bunklife
** Represents kernel moisture (not total ear)
N/A Non-applicable

Symbol Key

Maturity, Moisture, and Chop Length Recommendations  
for Pioneer® brand Inoculants chart



Especially in a strong market and a time of stressed feedstuffs, 
you might find many advantages to weaning your calves early. 

Typically, you’ll see:
• Improved cow condition
•  Reduced feed and water intake by about 50% each
• More forage available to bred cows
• Cheaper inputs for feeding the calves

As an added bonus, your calves may hit a stronger market early 
in the sale season.

Making the decision to wean early isn’t one to take lightly. But, 
if weaning early is the right option, here are some tips to help 
ensure success.

•  Calves can easily be weaned at 90-100 days of age or about 
300 pounds.

• Calves can eat out of regular-size bunks and water tanks.
•  Smaller pens are better to keep calves close to feed and 

water.
•  Feeding cows and calves together prior to weaning is a 

good way to help calves adjust to feed more quickly.

If you’ll be weaning calves weighing less than 300 pounds, 
you’ll need to make adjustments to ensure they’re able to ade-
quately reach bunks and tanks. Investing in smaller equipment 

isn’t often cost-effective. Luckily, there are little 
tricks to modify regular-size equipment. 

For fenceline bunks, add cheaters to keep the 
feed higher and toward the calf. You can also 
dig bunks into the ground or push dirt around 
bunks and tanks. Lighter calves wean well, but 
you might need to extend some extra TLC to the calves. Shade 
and smaller pens are a couple extra steps to help the calves 
adjust and succeed.

Once you’ve made the decision to wean early, you also need a 
solid plan for getting the calves off to a strong start.

You want to get preconditioning shots into the calves right 
away if possible. If not possible, be sure to give shots at wean-
ing with a booster 14 days later.

You’ll also want to consider your feed ration and feed set-up. 
High energy, higher protein diets are a must for lighter calves. 
You also want to consider the availability of good grass hay, 
corn or oats silage, distillers, shelled corn, and supplements.
If you’re feeding calves in a large group with a mixer wagon, a 
mixed ration with Bovatec® works very well. For small groups, 
hay and starter pellets work well until you have enough calves 
weaned to justify the feed wagon.

It’s critical to use a controlled intake starter program when 
weaning early. To make this process simpler, our Pharmco 
teams can give you a chart clearly showing how much of a  
particular ration to feed each day. We can also help you  
know when and how to incorporate Aureomycin®/CTC and  
Amprolium into the mix.

All of us at Pharmco look forward to helping you with your 
cattle feeding operation and investment. Thanks for your  
business!  

PO BOX 947 
36590 SD Highway 44
Platte, SD 57369-0947

BENEFITS FOR WEANING EARLY
By Phil Johnson, Animal Nutritionist, (605) 730-2020

SHOO FLY...
Read Dr. Dave’s article online at
www.pharmcosd.com/news


